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Activity 2 : Carefully read the case below and answer the following questions
R v Dudley & Stephens (1884)
Facts:
Four sailors were sailing a yacht from Southampton to Australia to deliver it to its new owner. The yacht capsized
and sank during a storm and the four man crew took to a small lifeboat. They had two tins of turnips but no water.
They initially survived on the turnips and by eating a turtle they caught. After 15 days at sea, Parker (the cabin boy),
was ill from drinking sea water. The other three crew members discussed drawing lots to decide who should be
sacrificed and eaten by the others according to the Customs of the Sea (shipwrecked sailors would do this if they
were stranded days from land). One of the crew members (Brooks) refused to be involved so Dudley and Stephens
killed the unconscious cabin boy, Parker. All three ate him. After 24 days at sea they were rescued by a passing boat.
When they reached Cornwall all three men were arrested for murder. The charges were dropped against one of the
defendant’s Brooks so that he could give evidence for the prosecution. The remaining defendant’s Dudley and
Stephens argued that there was no case to answer due to the established Custom of the Sea. This was rejected and
the Home Secretary and Attorney General decided to prosecute the defendants for murder. They argued that they
had to kill Parker under the law of necessity.

Held:
The defendants were found guilty of murder. The court was not convinced that it was necessary to kill Parker to save
themselves. The defendants avoided the death penalty but were granted a pardon and sentenced to six years
imprisonment.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Is this a criminal or civil case? Highlight /identify the content which supports your answer.
Identify the most important facts in this case.
What defence did they raise?
What was the verdict?
As a member of the jury in this case would you have found them guilty or not guilty?
What legal rule comes from this case?
What would you have done in their situation?

Discussion:
In law the ‘sanctity of human life’ is paramount; no one life is more important than another life.
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In this case which is the ‘lesser of two evils’: eating the cabin boy or the crew starve to death?

Activity 3 : Carefully read the case below and answer the following questions

Assessment objective A03: analysis and evaluation

Donoghue v Stevenson (1932)
Mrs Donoghue went to a café in Paisley with her friend to discuss her upcoming wedding arrangements. The
friend bought Donoghue a bottle of ginger beer made by Stevenson’s drinks company. Donoghue drank
some of the ginger beer not knowing that there was a dead snail inside the opaque bottle. When she saw
the snail, she sued Stevenson for negligence, claiming that she was entitled to compensation. Donoghue
had been bought the drink by a friend and therefore, she could not make a claim under contract law.
Outcome: For the claimant
House of Lords held:
Stevenson had been negligent and he owed a duty of care to Donoghue who was the ultimate consumer of
their product.
Lord Atkin said:
You must take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions which you can reasonably foresee would be likely
to injure your neighbour. Who then, in law, is my neighbour? The answer seems to be persons who are so
closely and directly affected by my act/omission that I ought reasonably to have them in contemplation as
being so affected when I am directing my mind to the acts or omissions which are called in question.’

1. Is this a criminal or civil case? Highlight /identify the content which supports your answer.
2. The case went up to the highest appellate court. Since 2009 what is this court now called?
3. Identify the most important facts in this case.
4. Who won the case?
5. What did the claimant want from the defendant?
6. What legal rule comes from this case?
7. How does this law affect you?
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Activity 4 : Table of terminology – difference between criminal and civil law
Assessment objective A03: analysis and evaluation

1. Which of these legal terms refer to criminal law, civil law or both?
2. Underline criminal terminology in one colour and civil terminology in a different colour.
3. Circle any terms that apply to both criminal and civil law.

Public law

Private law

Dispute

Prosecuted

Punishment

Liability

Fine

Guilty

Compensation

Sued

Sentence

Claimant

County Court

Defendant

High Court

Supreme Court

Victim

Crown Court

Court Appeal

Negligence
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Activity 5 :



1.

State whether the criminal law, civil law or both, would deal with the following situations.
State what offence, if any, has been committed?

James has an argument with John and punches him in the face and breaks his nose.

...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

2.

Sarah plays her music very loud into the night. Her neighbours want to get her to stop.

...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

3.

Simon buys a DVD player from a shop. When he plugs it in he receives an electric shock.

...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

4.

Victoria takes a bottle of wine from the supermarket and does not pay for it.

...................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

5.

Natalie is late for work. She drives over the speed limit and knocks a cyclist off their bike.

...................................................................................................................................................................
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The connections between law, morality and justice

The fundamental concepts of morality and justice are common themes that need to be considered
when discussing all aspects of the law.
By understanding these terms you can start to consider and discuss the law from different
viewpoints.
It is essential that a law student is able to give a balanced argument when analysing and
evaluating the law within an essay style question.

Activity 6 : in the space provided below list any controversial legal v moral issues.
Controversial issues

Activity 7 : Legalising cannabis oil for medicinal purposes
Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zb7XcHygRJA (2 mins)
Discuss and record your arguments for/against legalising cannabis oil for medicinal purposes.
Consider issues such as:





Is legalising drugs immoral?
Would legalising drugs serve justice to individuals?
Will legalising drugs open the ‘floodgates’ to abuse?
Is there any difference between alcohol and drugs?
Legalising cannabis oil for medicinal purposes
Arguments for

Arguments against

7

2020
A Level Law
Year 11 Law summer homework

When you return in September the two topics that you will study simultaneously are:



Parliamentary Law Making
Civil Courts

On the following pages is your summer homework activities. Please complete to a good standard.

What else do you need to bring to each law lesson?





Core text book
Folder, inserts, paper
Pens: black for writing, red/green pens for marking
Highlighters

Parliamentary law making

Task 1: Parliament
1.

Name the three institutions that a Bill must generally pass through before it becomes law?

2.

Which House within Parliament is democratically elected?

3.

How often do General Elections takes place?

Task 2: The influences of Parliament - Complete the table below:
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Influences

Describe the influence on parliamentary law making, using examples

Jurisdiction of the civil courts
Complete the blank diagram which outlines the civil court structure in order of hierarchy.
Your work should include all the following information.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Name/label each court and where appropriate, each divisional court and track.
Main areas of jurisdiction.
Financial limitations.
Type/category of judge/s that hears cases in each court.
Where appropriate, summarise the process of how cases are heard.

 Note
9
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This is a complex task.
It is very important that you take the time to understand what you are reading so that you can
access any exam question. A typical exam question (AO1) could be:
‘Describe the jurisdiction of the County Court and High Court’ [10 marks]

 Guidance
Gather all the resources/information that you need to complete the diagram (see below).
Read and re-read the information a number of times to ensure a clear understanding.
Highlight key information.
Structure your work the same for each court. For example:
a.
Jurisdiction
b.
Types of cases heard
c.
Judges
d.
Financial amounts/limits
Court structure diagram:
o
o
o

Perhaps complete a rough draft first.
Print off a spare copy incase you make a mistake.
Enlarge the document to A3 size for ease of writing/detail.

Financial amounts have changed!!
‘LAW BANK’ video – civil courts and routes of appeal (24 mins)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf5oBkqkbU&list=PL7PY2l42TPJx91pM-r0x2YRTbkYWceB7x&index=19
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Jurisdiction of the civil courts
Complete the diagram in order of hierarchy

Appeal Courts
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PROGRAMMES AND FILMS TO WATCH

 There are lots of documentaries on BBC iplayer to
watch:
Catching Britain’s killers – the crimes that changed us
Murder 24/7
Murder trial – the disapperance of margaret Flemming
Jack the Ripper – the case reopened
Life and Death Row
Murder case
The Man who Used HIV as a weapon
Unsolved
Hometown A killing
Stacey Dooley Investigates – shot by my neighbour
On the Ground – County lines and the children they
exploit
Teenage Knife wars
Silk
The Split
24 hours in police custody
This Life

Films
12 angry men
Killed by my boyfriend
Killed by my father
Erin Brockovich
Legally blonde
Provoked
To kill a Mockingbird
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The Verdict
Norway
Fracture
In the Name of the Father
One Flew over the Cookoos nest
Vera Drake
Monster
Gone Girl

Netflix
The Trial
The Ted Bundy Tapes
How to get away with Murder
Criminal
Inside the Criminal Mind
The Investigator
Evil Genius
The Confession Tapes
I am a killer
Cold Case Files
The Trials of Gabriel Fernansez
Interview with a serial killer
The Disappearance of Madeline McCann
Amanda Knox
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